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companies and syndicates. As to profits, if our
farmers could care less for the comfort of them-
selves and their families, if they could consent
to live as their ancestors once lived, and as the
pioneers in new countries now live, they could with
their present facilities, no doubt, double their
incomes. But what a pitiful gain this would be
at the expense of the delicacies and refinements
that make life worth living. No better proof of
real gains can be found than the creation of
pleasant homes for the comfort of age and the hap-
piness of youth. When the great English critic
Matthew Arnold was in this country, on return-
ing from a visit in Essex County, he remarked
that while the land looked to him rough and un-
productive, the landlords' houses seemed neat and
often elegant. "But where/' he asked, "do the
tenants, the working people live ? " He seemed
surprised when I told him that the tenants were
the landlords and the workers the owners.

It was in 1888 that the definitive " Riverside "
edition of Mr. Whittier's writings was published, in
seven volumes, four given to poetry and three to
prose. He prepared a number of head-notes upon
the general plan adopted in the "Riverside " edi-
tion of Longfellow's writings issued two years be-
fore, and gave close attention to the final form of
the text.

TO ANNIE MELDS.

4th mo. ,3, 1889.

Spring is here to-day, warm, bird-full, blossom.
ing with crocuses, snowdrops, and willows. Prob-